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FollowUp Form
Project Name*

Please begin the project name with "to support..." or "for..." (i.e. "to support Summit County outreach or "for
general operating support"). Also, please do not include your organization name in the project name and only
capitalize proper nouns.
to support APS College & Career Academies via a summer program for Firestone CLC students & parents

Grantee Progress Report
Activities*

Briefly describe the activities conducted with the grant funds, including number of people served. In other words,
what did you do during the grant period?
This program consisted of 12 synchronous virtual sessions, each 2.5 hours in duration, delivered over a 3week time period in summer 2020. Program emphasis was on case-based, experiential learning
opportunities, and real-life case content was delivered by a range of guest presenters who work in public
health professional practice or academic settings. The culminating session provided students with an
opportunity to present a proposal for a public health micro grant to be applied to programming at APS.
Supportive materials include program promotional materials and a sample of student responses to a public
health practitioner letter writing activity.

Outcomes*

What were the most important outcomes that resulted from the activities? In other words, how did your
population CHANGE after receiving your programs/services?
Program aims included to increase students’ knowledge of public health practice and awareness and
interest of public health professions. Student attendees (n = 11) participated in an average of 11.17 of 12
possible sessions. Students demonstrated a statistically significant improvement in public health knowledge
based on results of a multi-item pre- and post-assessment. Post-assessment scores were 22% higher. At
baseline, four students indicated interest in pursuing a career in public health and at program end, six
students indicated interest in pursuing a career in public health. A full program evaluation report is included
in the supportive materials.

Continuation*

Do you plan to continue this program? If so, how do you plan to secure funding and what (if any) changes do you
anticipate?
The College of Public Health at Kent State University intends to continue this program. Delivery methods
may change depending on ability to deliver live programming safely. Funding alternatives will be explored
during coming months.

Changes*

Did you have any significant changes to your organization or programming during the grant period?
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This grant was originally intended to support Kent State's annual one-week residential summer program
for students interested in Kent State's named academy pathways at Firestone CLC. With the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic, on-campus programming was canceled for summer 2020. The development of this
online program enabled Kent State to provide Akron Public Schools students with an engaging summer
learning experience in adherence with public health and school district guidelines.

Success Story

From time to time, our communications department highlights a specific success story that came about as a result
of one of our grants. If you have significantly affected the life of one of your clients and want to share that success,
please let us know here. Also, please include a picture of the individual in the "Supportive materials" section below
(if available).
The implementation of this new partner program with APS laid a foundation for future partnership
programs focused on public health college and career pathways for students. For example, for spring 2021, 11
students in the health pathways at Buchtel have expressed their intent to enroll in the Community Health
Worker certification through Kent State's College of Public Health. This industry credential can be earned in
one year, enabling these students to graduate from high school with a certification leading to an in-demand,
high-wage job. Kent State and APS are working together to expand this pathway even further in fall 2021 for
30 students from Buchtel, East, North and STEM NIHF.

Do you have funds remaining from the grant?*

If you have funds remaining, please include the amount and expected utilization.
Yes; $9,137.89 in funds remain. Two microgrants totaling $1,500 will be distributed to the two APS
student teams to implement their public health programs; Kent State has been in touch with APS about these
microgrant resources and will coordinate distribution when students are able to implement the
programming. The remaining $7,637.89 will be utilized toward a partnership program with APS; discussions
are currently underway to determine what this program looks like in 2021 given health concerns.

Financial Report*

Please attach a one-page financial report detailing expenses and income sources for the project (or organization, if
the grant was for operating support). If you have not yet expended the full grant amount, please provide a report
detailing the amount spent to date.
418633 Interim Financial Report 10.31.2020.pdf

Supportive materials

Supportive literature is encouraged but not required (i.e. brochures, newspaper articles, handouts, final
program/curriculum/agenda, digital photographs, etc.).
Appendix A Program Evaluation Report.pdf

Supportive materials

Supportive literature is encouraged but not required (i.e. brochures, newspaper articles, handouts, final
program/curriculum/agenda, digital photographs, etc.).
Appendix B Promotional Materials.pdf
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Supportive materials

Supportive literature is encouraged but not required (i.e. brochures, newspaper articles, handouts, final
program/curriculum/agenda, digital photographs, etc.).
Appendix C Letters to AxessPointe.pdf

Supportive materials

Supportive literature is encouraged but not required (i.e. brochures, newspaper articles, handouts, final
program/curriculum/agenda, digital photographs, etc.).

Supportive materials

Supportive literature is encouraged but not required (i.e. brochures, newspaper articles, handouts, final
program/curriculum/agenda, digital photographs, etc.).
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File Attachment Summary
Applicant File Uploads
•
•
•
•

418633 Interim Financial Report 10.31.2020.pdf
Appendix A Program Evaluation Report.pdf
Appendix B Promotional Materials.pdf
Appendix C Letters to AxessPointe.pdf
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Controller's Office P.O. Box 5190 Kent, Ohio 44242-0001
P:330-672-2392 F:330-672-5434 www.kent.edu/controller/grantsaccounting

November 9, 2020
Akron Community Foundation
345 W. Cedar St.
Akron, Ohio 44307
KSU Tax ID:

31-6402079

Project Award: $

18,500.00

Award Number:

KSU 418633

Project Director:

Justin Hilton

Project Title:

To Support a Summer Program for APS College and Career Academies Firestone CLC Students
and Parents

Project Period:

3/20/2020 - 3/19/2021

Interim Financial Report: 3/20/2020-10/31/2020

Current Expenditures
Salary
Fringe Benefits
Supplies
Total

$

Cumulative Expenditures

8,103.29
650.37
608.45

8,103.29
650.37
608.45

9,362.11

9,362.11

Questions concerning this report may be directed to Cara Leigh, Grants Accounting, (330)-672-0990 or
cleigh1@kent.edu.

APPENDIX A vPHSA Program Evaluation Report

EVALUATION REPORT OF THE 2020 VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEALTH ACADEMY

Prepared by:
Andrew M. Snyder
Sheryl L. Chatfield
November 9, 2020

PURPOSE OF EVALUATION
The goals of this process and impact evaluation are to assess the sufficiency of evaluation
methods, to consider the extent to which the program addressed and met stated aims, and to
provide recommendations for future versions of the program.
STAKEHOLDERS AND ROLES
Identified stakeholders and their roles are shown in the following table.
Stakeholder

Role/Interest

Kent State University College of Public Health
Kent State University Foundations
Akron Community Foundation
Akron Public School District

Provided program instructional and
technology resources
Recipient of the programs supporting grant
Program funder
Source of student program attendees

PROGRAM THEORY
BACKGROUND
More than 22% of individuals currently working in state and local public health agencies
anticipate retirement in 2023 or before, and an additional 24% of employees indicated their
intent to leave their position in the coming year for other reasons [1]. Additionally, the public
health workforce in state, local, and federal agencies consists mostly of non-Hispanic White
individuals, although research shows that a diverse workforce is better equipped to support the
increasingly diverse US population [1]. Increased availability of public health education at the
undergraduate level has occurred during the current century [2] and the growing number of
program graduates is potentially sufficient in numbers to fill critical positions in state and local
public health [3], although it is not clear to what extent the workforce will become more
diverse. To best meet future public health needs, additional strategies to identify and recruit

diverse and motivated students into schools and colleges of public health are warranted.
PROGRAM AND ATTENDEES
The Kent State University College of Public Health Virtual Public Health Summer Academy
(vPHSA) was planned to provide a physically distanced summer educational opportunity for
Akron Public Schools (APS) high school students, that featured content designed to illustrate a
range of public health processes and careers. APS has a diverse student population; the
racial/ethnic breakdown for the 2018-2019 academic year was as follows: Black = 46.5% of
students; White = 32%; Asian or Pacific Islander = 8.4%; More than one race = 8%; Latinx =
4.5%; American Indian = 0.6% [4].
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS
The program content was developed to emphasize case-based learning, with real world or
realistic scenarios presented by public health professionals who currently work in academic or
practice organizations. The concept of vicarious learning, from Bandura’s social cognitive theory
[5] served as the primary theoretical framework for program design. Vicarious learning refers to
individuals’ need and ability to learn from indirect experience as well as direct experience and
might include activities such as observation, modeling, and role-play. The concept of possible
selves, which refers to a process of imagining a potential future version of oneself [6], provided
a secondary theoretical framework. Guided use of possible selves can allow individuals to view
themselves in professional roles. Additionally, the process might serve as a motivator to
achieve the imagined role. Figure 1 below depicts program aims viewed through these
theoretical frameworks.

PROGRAM AIMS
The aims of the vPHSA were:
•

To present foundational information about the practice and profession of public health

•

To introduce APS students to a variety of careers in public health

•

To provide attendees with opportunities to engage in case-based and other experiential
learning opportunities, guided by public health professionals who represent some of the
range of public health careers

LOGIC MODEL
Inputs/resources
BB Learn
learning
management
system
College of Public
Health doctoral
student
instructors
College of Public
Health staff
Foundation
relations staff

Activities
Procure guests
Support guests
in developing
case-based
learning and
other activities
Develop daily
lesson plans

Outputs
30 hours of
virtual
programming
delivered to
student
participants,
that includes
multiple casebased or
experiential
learning
opportunities

Immediate
outcomes
Demonstrated
improvement in
understanding
the aims of
public health
Demonstrated
awareness of
the range of
public health
professional
opportunities

Intermediate
outcomes
Pursue
Community
Health Worker
certification
Enroll in
university
public health
degree
programs

Long-term
outcomes
Become part of
the public
health
workforce

Exposure to case based
and experiential
program content
offered in vPHSA
program

Vicarious learning
experiences of a range of
PH circumstances,
practices, and challenges

Ability to visualize a
possible self working in
one or more PH
professionals roles

As a result of the learning
and visualization, decide to
pursue additional training
in public health (e.g.,
Community Health Worker
training, university public
health degree)

Join public health
workforce

Figure 1 Role of Vicarious Learning and Possible Selves in Achieving Long Term Program
Outcomes
EVALUATION FOCUS
This section describes the process and impact evaluation implemented concurrently with
program delivery. Specific research questions guiding this evaluation include:
1. Did students’ knowledge of public health practice and professions improve after
participating in the vPHSA program?
2. Were program activities sufficient to lead to measurable change?
METHODS
Students’ knowledge was assessed by the use of a paired samples T-test. This test calculates the
mathematical difference between mean pre- and post-treatment scores and assesses the
statistical significance of the difference. Statistical significance refers to the probability of
receiving a score difference as extreme as the actual result, by random chance alone. A low
probability (conventionally .05 or below, or a 1 in 20 chance or larger) suggests that changes
are associated with and might be attributed to the treatment. In this instance, program content
comprises the treatment. In this research design, participants act as their own controls; there is
no comparison group.
Sufficiency was assessed indirectly by considering multiple factors such as the actual (versus
statistical) difference in mean scores on pre and post assessment, participant attendance and

drop out, other participant-provided data, and programmer observations.
Participants
Primary participants for the impact evaluation included attendees of the vPHSA program who
completed the baseline assessment (n = 18). A subset of this group (n = 11) completed pre- and
post-assessments. All participants were current students at Akron Public School district
locations and rising high school sophomores, juniors, or seniors. Data were gathered via Kent
State University provisioned Qualtrics online survey software. Additional data related to
sufficiency were provided by three doctoral student programmers and a faculty program
adviser. These ad hoc style comments were kept on a shared document through the duration of
the program.
Analysis Processes
Pre- and post-assessment results were calculated using a paired samples T-test run in R
statistical software. Open response items from student participants were analyzed using
theoretical coding processes in Microsoft Excel. Pre-assessment responses for students who did
not complete the post-assessment were compiled using basic content analysis. Content analysis
methods were applied to programmer comments, solicited through during the span of the
program.
RESULTS
Sample Demographics and Participation
The number of students who originally enrolled was 58. The highest number of attendees was
19. Of these, one confirmed intent to drop out and five others stopped attending. A total of 12
participated in most programming (average attendance was 11.17, SD = 1.47, of 12 total

sessions). Self-identified race/ethnicity of the 12 participants included: Black/African-American
= 8; White = 2; Asian = 2.
T-Test Results
Both pre- and post-assessment were fully completed by 11 students. The mean preprogram/baseline score was 6.81 and the mean post program score was 8.31, out of a total of
11 possible points. The net difference between means was 1.5: post-treatment scores were
approximately 22% higher. Results of a paired sample t-test suggest a statistically significant
difference between pre-program and post-program scores (p = 0.008; t = 2.23; df = 10; a =
0.05).
Other Results
Table 1 shows pre and post-program results to the question: Are you considering a career in
public health?

CONSIDERING PRE
POST
CAREER IN
PROGRAM PROGRAM
PH?
YES
4
6
MAYBE
6
4
NO
1
1
Table 1 Interest in PH career (n = 11)

When asked to define public health prior to the program, 16 of the 18 who completed the
baseline assessment recognized that public health is focused on systems change and addresses
multiple aspects of health. Commonly used words in student definitions included:
“everyone/everyone’s;” ”community/communities;” “population;” “people.” Only two

students’ responses varied – one described public health as focused on personal
behavioral/lifestyle issues and one responded “I don’t know.” Students also used terms that
suggested awareness of social determinants of health, including “communities where people
work, learn, live, play, etc.”; “[Public health is especially for] those who don’t have access to the
resources they need.” Because baseline understanding of the systems nature of public health
was high, post-program definitions did not indicate noticeable changes in the understanding of
the basic concept of public health. Taken in combination with the t-test results, these findings
suggest that baseline knowledge was high, although programming was sufficient to result in
some improvement in knowledge and understanding of public health practice and professions.
Programming was sufficient to shift a proportion of student attendees from “maybe”
considering a career in public health to “yes,” but not sufficient to shift expressed intentions of
students who indicated they were “not considering” a career in public health.
Programmer observations and comments made during the program related primarily to
content and delivery. Reflective comments included the need to refine each day’s
programming, so activities such as warm-up/icebreakers also reinforced the primary theme,
and the need to obtain more consistent and audience-appropriate contributions from guests.
Other programmer observations related to enrollment and retention are described in the
recommendation list following.
CONTINUATION PLAN
The Kent State University College of Public Health intends to continue this program although
changes in circumstances related to COVID-19 may result in changes in program structure and
delivery methods. The following recommendations are offered as items to consider in the

planning process for future vPHSA programs.
RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Recruitment and verification processes should be refined to ensure more
predictable program attendance. Differences in projected versus actual size
impacts many aspects of programming.
2. If possible, pre-program assessment data should be gathered in advance of the
program and not at the beginning of the program. This will help ensure that
program content offers appropriate challenge to attendees.
3. Programmers should develop content guidelines for guests, review guest
presenter content in advance of sessions, and ensure that guests are amenable
to recommendations for further development.
4. If the program is delivered online in the future, a blanket policy about use of
student webcams to allow instructors to better guage student engagement and
participation should be defined, adopted and implemented.
5. A process for longer term follow up, that might include incentives, is needed to
determine longer term outcomes.
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Appendix 1 Documentation for Students and Parents
CODE OF CONDUCT
We are excited that you are joining us for our online summer Program! To take full advantage of this
opportunity, individuals must review and agree to the following rules.
Guiding Principles:
• To ensure that the rights of all individuals are protected while attending the Program;
• To establish the safest and best possible learning environment for all participants; and
• To ensure that breaches of the rules and Code of Conduct are treated in a fair and consistent manner.
Expectations:
• All parents and participants have the responsibility to treat one another and Program staff with
respect;
• All parents and participants have the responsibility to act and behave in a way which does not
endanger, intimidate or interfere with the participation of others;
• Participants have the responsibility to follow the instructions given by Program staff; and
• All parents and participants have the responsibility to behave according to this Code of Conduct.
In connection with your use of the online platform (“Platform”) and ability to provide or upload
creative suggestions, ideas, notes, concepts, information, content, audio recordings, videos,
photographs, graphics, artwork or other copyrighted works and materials (“User Content”), you agree
that you will not, nor permit anyone else to, indirectly or directly:
• record, print screen, photograph, or capture the image, audio or likeness of any participants;
• upload, post, email, transmit or otherwise make available any User Content that you do not have a
right to make available under any law or under contractual or fiduciary relationships (such as
proprietary or confidential information learned or disclosed as part of employment relationships or
under nondisclosure agreements);
• submit information that includes non-public personal or identifying information (including
personal data) about another person without that person’s explicit consent, where that person is
specifically aware that University will process their information for the purposes envisaged by your
disclosure;
• upload, post, email, transmit or otherwise make available any User Content that infringes any
patent, trademark, trade secret, copyright or other proprietary rights of any party;
• restrict or inhibit any other visitor or member from using the Platform, including, without
limitation, by means of “hacking” or defacing any portion of the Platform;
• access or attempt to access parts of the Platform for which you are not authorized by University,
circumvent or attempt to circumvent any security or password protection on the Platform, access
the Platform by any means other than through the interface that is provided and authorized by
University;
• modify any software for the Platform in any manner or form, nor use modified versions of such
software, including (without limitation) for the purpose of obtaining unauthorized access to the
Platform;
• use the Platform or information and materials provided on or through the Platform, including any
content, data, text, designs, graphics, images, photographs, illustrations, audio and video clips,
logos, icons and links (“materials”) for any unlawful purpose;
• express or imply that any statements you make are endorsed by us, without our prior written
consent;
• impersonate any person or entity, whether actual or fictitious, including any employee or
representative of University;

•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

forge headers or otherwise manipulate identifiers in order to disguise the origin of any User Content
transmitted through the Platform;
transmit (a) any content or information that is unlawful, fraudulent, threatening, abusive, libelous,
defamatory, obscene, pornographic, hateful, vulgar or otherwise objectionable, or infringes our or
any third party’s intellectual property or other rights; (b) any material, non-public information
about companies without the authorization to do so; (c) any trade secret of any third party; or (d)
any advertisements, solicitations, chain letters, pyramid schemes, investment opportunities or other
unsolicited commercial communication (except as otherwise expressly permitted by us);
use the Platform to harm minors in any way;
engage in spamming or flooding;
transmit any software or other materials that contain any viruses, worms, Trojan horses, defects,
date bombs, time bombs or other items of a destructive nature;
modify, adapt, sublicense, translate, sell, reverse engineer, decompile or disassemble any portion
of the Platform or otherwise attempt to derive any source code or underlying ideas or algorithms
of any part of the Platform;
remove any copyright, trademark or other proprietary rights notices contained on the Platform;
“frame” or “mirror” any part of the Platform;
“stalk” or otherwise harass another;
link to any page of or content on the Platform without written authorization;
use any robot, bot, spider, offline reader, Platform search/retrieval application or other manual or
automatic device or process to retrieve, index, data mine, scrape or in any way reproduce or
circumvent the navigational structure or presentation of the Platform or its contents without our
prior written consent, including with respect to any CAPTCHA displayed on the Platform.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, University grants the operators of public search engines permission
to use spiders to copy materials from the Platform for the sole purpose of and solely to the extent
necessary for creating publicly available searchable indices of the materials, but not caches or
archives of such materials. University reserves the right to revoke these exceptions either generally
or in specific cases;
harvest or collect information about Platform visitors or members without University's express
consent (which may be contingent upon you obtaining the consent of any such Platform visitors or
members, in the terms stipulated by University);
take any action that imposes or may impose (in University’s sole discretion) an unreasonable or
disproportionately large load of data, information, or queries on our (or our third-party providers’)
infrastructure;
share use of your password or use any passcode or password, regardless of whether or not such
passcode or password is unique, to participate in any offer on the Platform if you are not the original
recipient of such passcode or password;
provide material support or resources (or to conceal or disguise the nature, location, source, or
ownership of material support or resources) to any organization(s) designated by the United States
government as a foreign terrorist organization pursuant to Section 219 of the Immigration and
Nationality Act; and/or
violate any applicable local, state, national or international law, including, but not limited to,
regulations promulgated by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, any rules of any
national or other securities exchange, including, without limitation, the New York Stock Exchange,
the American Stock Exchange or the NASDAQ, and any regulations having the force of law.

For minors under the age of 18 in the Program, it is the responsibility of the parent/legal guardian
to supervise the minor to ensure compliance with the Code of Conduct.
Participation in the Program is contingent upon compliance with the Code of Conduct. The
University in its sole discretion may suspend or remove a Participant from the Program for any

violation of the Code of Conduct. No refund will be provided. Violation(s) may also affect admission
to Kent State University.
By signing here I am stating that I and my minor child have read and agree to comply with the terms of the
Code of Conduct including the repercussions if violated for my own participation in the Program and for
the participation of my minor child, as applicable.
PARTICIPANT
________________________________
(Signature)
Only necessary if minor: PARENT OR GUARDIAN
________________________________ __________________________
(Signature)
Minors Date of Birth

AGREEMENT AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY FORM
This Agreement and Release of Liability Form (hereinafter “Form”) executed by the undersigned on behalf of [name of Participant]
with an address at [address] (“Participant”) to Kent State University, including its Board of Trustees, officers, agents, employees,
invitees, volunteers, and students (the “University”). The term “Participant,” is used in this Form as follows: (i) if Participant is of
majority age, it refers only to Participant; (ii) if Participant is not of majority age (18 years old), Participant refers to Participant and
Participant’s parent or guardian who is also referred to herein as “I”.
Read this entire Form before signing. Although the Participant may have already signed forms through a paper or online
registration process for an upcoming program(s), Kent State University created new programming in light of COVID-19,
and additional and important information is in this Form. As a result, this Form replaces and supersedes any previous
paper or online forms signed (and applies to those signing for the first time) for the Program.
Kent State University through its _____________ [NAME THE ORGANIZING UNIT/DEPARTMENT/COLLEGE] is
organizing and operating the ______________ [NAME OF THE PROGRAM/CAMP] to be delivered virtually from
___________ to ___________, 2020, (“Program”).
PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT
Participant acknowledges and agrees: (1) to review all University information received, accurately complete all requested
information including the online registration, and abide by University rules, policies, and procedures; (2) that Participant is
voluntarily participating with knowledge of the risks; (3) to ensure that the Participant is aware of the Program’s code of
conduct; (4) to immediately notifying the Program Director of any concerns related to the health, safety or security of the
Participant, other participants, or Program staff; and (5) that he/she has the full legal authority and capacity to complete the
registration for the Program, including this Form, on behalf of his/herself and/or as parent/guardian of a minor Participant.
I agree that if the Participant is a minor, that I will be responsible for the supervision of my child during the Program.
Participant understands and agrees that he/she is expected to exhibit appropriate behavior and respect at all times during the
Program and agree that the Participant shall not harass, bully, victimize, stalk, embarrass, or otherwise harm another participant
of the Program. Further, the Participant shall not record in any manner including but not limited to video, photograph, voice,
etc. any of the Program. Participant agrees that the University may dismiss the Participant without refund, should there be a
violation of the code of conduct. inappropriate behavior or disrespect for other participants or Program staff, in the opinion of
University or the Program Director, that may or has endangered or negatively affected any participants or the Program.
I hereby grant permission for a temporary University account to be created for Participant for use of Microsoft Teams or another
virtual platform for the limited use of participation in the Program.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RISKS
Participant is fully aware of the risks and potential hazards connected with participating in the Program, including but not
limited to, the risks of data mining, phishing, viruses, malware, data breach of online information, cyberbullying, exploitation,
victimization, cyber stalking, online grooming, cyber predators, digital footprint, reputation loss, compliance violations, brand
hijacking, image replication, and third-party attacks of the virtual platform, and Participant hereby elects to voluntarily
participate and assumes and accepts full responsibility for the inherent and other risks (known and unknown) of the activities,
and for any discomfort, trauma, physical injury, temporary or permanent disability, and death, as well as economic and property
loss suffered by the Participant, resulting from those risks, including the risk of Participant’s negligence or other misconduct.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GOOD MENTAL AND PHYSICAL CONDITION
I acknowledge that the Participant is in good mental and physical condition for the limited purpose of Program registration and
participation.
CONSENT TO RECORDING AND COLLECTION OF INFORMATION
I acknowledge that the University may collect information from Participant. In addition, I acknowledge that the University may
engage with third-party service providers to provide online resources that will be used as part of the Program and that such
third-party service providers may collect information from Participant. I hereby consent to University and its third-party service
providers to collect information from Participant for the limited purpose of participation in the Program. A separate Photo and
Film Waiver is part of the registration process for expanded permissions.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
I understand that the University and/or the employee of the University owns all video, audio, programming, and materials used
in the Program and the Participant has no right to use, share or publish them without the express written consent of the owner.

THIS IS A RELEASE OF LEGAL RIGHTS. READ BEFORE SIGNING. IF PARTICIPANT IS A MINOR
UNDER THE AGE OF 18 YEARS OLD, A PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN MUST SIGN BELOW.
I carefully read, understand and voluntarily sign this Agreement and Release of Liability Form and agree to its terms and
conditions, and acknowledge that it shall be effective and legally binding upon me, my participating minor child, spouse and
other children, and Participant’s other family members, heirs, executors, representatives, subrogees and estate. In consideration
for the University allowing Participant to participate in the Program I agree to the fullest extent allowed by law to release,
indemnify and hold harmless the state of Ohio, Kent State University, its Board of Trustees, officers, agents, employees, invitees,
volunteers, and students for any action brought against the state of Ohio, Kent State University, its Board of Trustees, employees,
agents, and volunteers by the above-named Participant, including but not limited to an action brought by him or her upon
reaching the age of majority. I warrant that I am authorized to execute this Form on behalf of myself or the above-named
minor, as applicable.
This Form is governed by the laws of the State of Ohio without regard for principles of choice of law. I agree that all legal suits,
claims, actions, proceedings, or other matters arising out of or relating to this Form or the Program, whether sounding in contract,
tort, statute, or otherwise, shall be subject to the sole and exclusive jurisdiction of the state and federal courts of competent
jurisdiction located in the State of Ohio. Nothing in this Form shall be construed as a waiver of the sovereign immunity of Kent
State University and/or the State of Ohio beyond the waiver provided in Ohio Revised Code 2743.02.

PARTICIPANT
________________________________
(Signature)
Only necessary if minor: PARENT OR GUARDIAN
________________________________ __________________________
(Signature)
Minors Date of Birth

Photograph & Video Release Form
I hereby grant permission for images and videos of my child to be used by Kent State University for the following purpose
___________________________________________________________________________________(“Project”)
Photographic, audio or video recordings of my minor child’s participation in the Project may be used for the following
purposes:
• Display and Use on a Web Page;
• Professional and/or Informational Presentations;
• Educational Presentations, Courses, and/or Training;
• Research Purposes;
• Advertising and/or Recruitment.
I hereby grant the absolute, perpetual, nonrevocable right and permission to Kent State University for the use of my minor
child’s name, voice, image, likeness, and any and all attributes of the minor child’s personality and identifying information,
in, on or in connection with the Project and any film, audio tape, video tape, audio-visual work, photograph, illustration,
animation, or broadcast, in any media or embodiment, or reproduction, now known or unknown, including, without
limitation, all formats of computer readable media, produced by or for the benefit of Kent State University, both for internal
use as well as external viewing (i.e. shared publicly).
Notwithstanding the foregoing permission to use my minor child’s name and other identifying information, I may
limit such permission to use my minor child’s name publicly by checking this box:
My minor child’s name and other identifying information may only be shared publicly upon the written agreement
of the Parent/Legal Guardian executing this release.
I irrevocably assign to Kent State University (a) any and all claims of copyright my minor child may have in and to the
Project and (b) the exclusive, nonrevocable, perpetual right throughout the world to use, print, produce, publish, copy,
display, perform, exhibit, transmit, broadcast, disseminate, market, advertise, sell, lease, license, transfer, modify, and create
derivative works from the Project that may or may not involve the rights granted herein by me on behalf of my minor child,
in any media or format, now known or unknown, for any purpose whatsoever.
I, on behalf of myself and my minor child, hereby release, discharge, and agree to hold harmless Kent State University, its
Board of Trustees, its legal representatives and assigns, all persons acting under its authority, and those for whom it is acting,
from all claims, causes of action, damages, and liability of any kind, now known or unknown, in law or in equity, based
upon or arising out of the Project, and/or relating to myself or my minor child, even if due to the negligence of Kent State
University, or this Agreement including, without limitation, claims of libel, slander, invasion of privacy, right of publicity,
defamation, trademark infringement, and copyright infringement.
By signing this release, I acknowledge that I have completely read and fully understand the above release and agree to be
bound thereby.
Child’s Name_________________________________________
Parent / Legal Guardian’s Signature___________________________________ Date____________________________

Appendix 2 All Program Content

VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEALTH SUMMER ACADEMY
Summer 2020 Learning Guide

DESCRIPTION
The Public Health Summer Academy is a three-week program intended to introduce you to the
science of public health and provide you with a basic understanding of how public health factors
affect health and wellness at a population level. Through interactive and case-based activities
you will learn about current and emerging issues in public health from public health
professionals working in the field.
TIMES AND LOCATION
This class is an 100% online format. Class will be held on Blackboard Learn via a Video Call.
Access Blackboard Learn at: https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/login/?action=default_login
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Andrew Snyder, BSN, MPH
Joud Roufael, BSPH, MPH
Emily Nelson, MPH

asnyde20@kent.edu
jroufael@kent.edu
enelso17@kent.edu

PREREQUISITES
All students registered for the Virtual Public Health Summer Academy must be 10th, 11th, or
12th grade Akron Public School Students.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
This course is deigned to introduce rising 10th, 11th and 12th grade high school students to
achieve the learning outcomes listed below.
This virtual camp will help student to explore the answers to the following questions:
1. What is public health and what is the public health system in the United States?
2. What kinds of services do public health organizations provide to the community?
3. Why is public health considered a science and how do public health professionals apply the
scientific method?
4. What kinds of careers do public health professionals have and what would I need to do to
prepare for college level public health majors?
5. What are service projects that I can do now while in high school to explore my public health
interests?

LEARNING MATERIALS
There are no required texts - all course materials and content will be provided to students via
Blackboard Learn.
MODULES AND TOPICS
This course includes daily folders, called modules, that will include all the content covered in the
class and the activities related to that day.
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ATTENDANCE AND COMMUNICATION
ONLINE ATTENDANCE POLICY
Students who anticipate an absence from the online course due to technical or medical reasons
should consult with the instructor individually. An absence due to illness or injury requires
verification from a medical professional and should be presented to the instructor.
USE OF EMAIL & COMMUNICATION POLICY
E-mail is an official means of communication between Virtual Public Health Summer Academy
instructors and students. To stay current with course information,
students are expected to check their official e-mail account and other electronic
communications on a frequent and consistent basis.
Email course questions and personal concerns including grading questions to your instructor.
Email will be checked at least once per day Monday through Thursday. Allow at least 24 hours
for a response before resending an email.
NETIQUETTE
Communicating appropriately in the online classroom can be challenging. In order to
minimize this challenge, it is important to remember several points of “internet
etiquette” that will smooth communication for all learners:
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

6.

Read first, Write later. Read the ENTIRE set of posts/comments on a
discussion board before posting your reply, in order to prevent repeating
commentary or asking questions that have already been answered.
Avoid language that may come across as strong or offensive. Language
can be easily misinterpreted in written electronic communication. Review
email and discussion board posts BEFORE submitting. Humor and
sarcasm may be easily misinterpreted by your reader(s). Try to be as
matter-‐of-‐fact and professional as possible.
Follow the language rules of the Internet. Do not write using all capital letters,
because it will appear as shouting. Also, the use of emoticons can be helpful
when used to convey nonverbal feelings.
Consider the privacy of others. Ask permission prior to giving out a
colleague's email address or other information.
Keep attachments small. If it is necessary to send pictures, change the size
to an acceptable 250kb or less (one free, web-‐based tool to try is
picresize.com).
No inappropriate material. Do not forward virus warnings, chain letters,
jokes, etc. to classmates or instructors. The sharing of pornographic
material is forbidden.

NOTE: The facilitator reserves the right to remove posts that are not collegial in nature
and/or do not meet the Online Student Conduct and Etiquette guidelines listed above.
COMPUTER HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE
A personal computer with consistent, reliable Internet access is required.
1.
2.

Microsoft Office Suite (Word, Excel, PowerPoint)
A Blackboard Learn compatible browser, such as the latest version of Mozilla
Firefox. Blackboard also supports Chrome and Safari. Internet Explorer is
NOT a supported browser and should not be used.
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ACADEMY SCHEDULE
Date

Dr. Sonia Alemagno,
Dean of the College
of Public Health

Clinical Healthcare
and Allied Health

Allied Health
Professionals and
Administrator at
AxessPointe

Wednesday, August 5th, 2020

Introduction to
Epidemiology

Dr. Bhatta

Thursday, August 6th, 2020

Environmental Public
Health

Dr. Jonathan
Hoornbeek

Monday, August 10th, 2020

Health Disparities

Dr. Tina Bhargava

Tuesday, August 11th, 2020

Ohio Health
Commissioners/Career
Ambassadors Panel

TBD

Wednesday August 12th, 2020

Health Insurance

Dr. Lauren
Birmingham

Thursday, August 13th, 2020

Mental Health First Aid

Monday, August 17th, 2020

Mental Health Case
Studies

Tuesday, August 18th, 2020

Public Health Debate
Day

-

Wednesday, August 19th, 2020

Grant Proposals and
Prioritizing Public
Health Programming

-

Thursday, August 20th, 2020

Public Health
Resources

John Garofalo, Vice
President of Community
Investment for the Akron
Community Foundation

Week 1

Tuesday, August 4th, 2020

Week 2

Guest Speakers

Introduction to Public
Health

Monday, August 3rd, 2020

Week 3

Topic

Health Professionals
from Division of
Mental Health &
Substance Use
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Home – Virtual Public Health Summer Academy

Courses

Global Menu
Andrew Snyder

Home
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Home

.

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11812866_1&mode=reset[10/24/2020 10:58:25 PM]
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Home – Virtual Public Health Summer Academy

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11812866_1&mode=reset[10/24/2020 10:58:25 PM]

Home – Virtual Public Health Summer Academy

Start Here
This is where you can find a schedule for the academy and an introduction blog to meet the other
students in the academy!

Learning Modules
This is where you will access the content for each day of the academy and the virtual class room.

X

Blackboard
Learn
™ Patent No. 7,493,396 and 7,558,853. Additional Patents Pending.
© 1997-2020 Blackboard Inc. All Rights
Reserved.
U.S.
Coursedetails
Delivery (3800.0.4-rel.9+8bf5305)
Accessibility information • Installation
Community Engagement (3800.0.4-rel.9+8bf5305)
Content Management (3800.0.4-rel.9+8bf5305)
Theme: KSUCustomColorv10

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11812866_1&mode=reset[10/24/2020 10:58:25 PM]
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Start Here

Digital Release Forms
You and your parent/guardian can sign the release forms digitally using this link. These forms are
required to participate in the summer academy. If you have issues or questions with your forms you can
contact one of your vPHSA instructors or Kim Yodice directly at: kretherf@kent.edu

Introduce Yourself to the Class
Click here to post a professional introduction about yourself.

Summer 2020 Academy Schedule

Video: Blackboard Overview (5:09 minutes)
Attached Files:
Transcript Blackboard Overview.pdf

(16.839 KB)

Please watch the following video that will give you a brief overview of a College of Public Health course in Blackboard.

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11812871_1[10/24/2020 10:59:12 PM]
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https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11812871_1[10/24/2020 10:59:12 PM]
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Learning Modules

Learning Modules

'Click Here' to Enter your Virtual Classroom!
Login to class everyday here. The virtual classroom will open 15 minutes before the start of class each
day, at 12:45 PM EST.

Learning Modules will become available each day of the academy at 12:00 PM (noon).

Day 1: Introduction to Public Health (Monday, August 3rd, 2020)

Day 2: Clinical Healthcare (Tuesday, August 4th, 2020)

Day 3: Epidemiology (Wednesday, August 5th, 2020)

Day 4: Environmental Public Health (Thursday, August 6th, 2020)

Day 5: Health Disparities and Health Inequities (Monday, August 10th, 2020)

Day 6: Ohio Health Commissioners/Professionals Panel (Tuesday, August 11th, 2020)

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11812883_1&mode=view[10/24/2020 11:01:14 PM]
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Learning Modules – Virtual Public Health Summer Academy

Day 7: Health Insurance (Wednesday, August 12th, 2020)

Day 8: Mental Health First Aid (Thursday, August 13th, 2020)

Day 9: Mental Health (Monday, August 17th, 2020)

Day 10: Public Health Debate (Tuesday, August 18th, 2020)

Day 11: Micro-grant Preparation (Wednesday, August, 19th, 2020)

Day 12: Public Health Resources and Micro-grant Presentations (Thursday, August 20th,
2020)

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11812883_1&mode=view[10/24/2020 11:01:14 PM]
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Day 1: Introduction to Public Health (Monday, August 3rd, 2020)

Daily Lesson Plan

Time Frame

Description

1:00-1:15

Instructor Introductions, House Keeping (Release Forms, Academy Expectations and O

1:15-1:30

Deans Welcome

1:30-1:45

Knowledge Assessment

1:45-2:00

BREAK (Finish Knowledge Assessment if you Need More Time)

2:00-2:30

Kahoot! Activity

2:30-3:15

An Introduction and Brief History of Public Health Presentation

3:15-3:25

'This is Public Health' Sticker Activity

3:25-3:30

Questions, Issues, and Closing

Course Overview and Expectations
Attached Files:
Minor Release
(124.639 KB)
Release Virtual Summer Programs
(133.947 KB)
Code of Conduct Virtual Summer Programs
(131.759 KB)
Photo and Video Release
(109.794 KB)

Digital Release Forms
You and your parent/guardian can sign the release forms digitally using this link. These forms are
required to participate in the summer academy. If you have issues or questions with your forms you can
contact one of your vPHSA instructors or Kim Yodice directly at: kretherf@kent.edu

Today's Guest Speaker - Dr. Sonia Alemagno
Dr. Sonia Alemagno assumed the leadership of the college on July 1,
2011. Dr. Alemagno has a proven academic track record in
administration, research, teaching, and service. Alemagno joined Kent
https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11812884_1[10/24/2020 11:01:35 PM]

Day 1: Introduction to Public Health (Monday, August 3rd, 2020...

State in 2009 to assist in the development of the new College of Public
Health. She has held the position of interim vice president for research
since July 1, 2010. Before joining Kent State, she was the chair of the
Department of Public Administration and Urban Studies and director of the
Institute for Health and Social Policy at the University of Akron.
Alemagno’s honors include a National Institutes on Health Career
Development Award from the National Institute on Drug Abuse and the
University of Akron Outstanding Researcher Award in 2005. In addition,
she has been the principal investigator on research projects and Small
Business Innovation Research funded by the National Institutes on Health,
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the National Institute of
Justice and the SAMSHA Center for Substance Abuse Treatment.
Alemagno earned a master of arts in sociology from Kent State in 1984 and a doctor of philosophy
degree in medical sociology from Case Western Reserve University in 1991. She resides in Russell,
Ohio.

Complete the Virtual Public Health Summer Academy Knowledge Assessment

Kahoot! Learning Activity
Join your classmates at:

www.kahoot.it

History of Public Health

'This is Public Health' Sticker Activity
Public health is all around us, in fact sometimes you see public health around you and don't even think
about it. You received a 'This is Public Health' sticker in your virtual public health summer academy
welcome packet last week. Tonight, take some time to look around your house and find one example of
public health in your household that you want to share with your classmates. If your parent or guardian
is OK with it, place the sticker on your public health example and take a picture of it with your phone.
Then upload the picture to this link in our virtual public health academy classroom with a couple
sentences about why you think it is public health. Tomorrow in class we will discuss briefly discuss your
examples of public health you found in your own home at the beginning of class!
COMPLETE THIS ASSIGNMENT PRIOR TO THE START OF CLASS TOMORROW
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=oQkGx6gRGIY&feature=emb_logo

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11812884_1[10/24/2020 11:01:35 PM]

Day 1: Introduction to Public Health (Monday, August 3rd, 2020...

A Brief History of Public Health
This is supplemental material (material that supports what we learn today in class but is not covered in class). You can explore
this material on your own if you would like to.
https://sphweb.bumc.bu.edu/otlt/MPH-Modules/PH/PublicHealthHistory/PublicHealthHistory_print.html

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11812884_1[10/24/2020 11:01:35 PM]

Day 2: Clinical Healthcare (Tuesday, August 4th, 2020) –...
Student Preview mode is ON

Settings

Exit Preview

Day 2: Clinical Healthcare (Tuesday, August 4th, 2020)

Day 2: Clinical Healthcare (Tuesday, August 4th, 2020)

Daily Lesson Plan

Time
Frame

Description

1:00-1:25

Student "This is Public Health' Icebreaker and Introduction to
All Instructors (Breakout Ses
the Day

1:25-2:10

AxessPointe Allied Health Professional Panel

AxessPointe Guests (EMT, M
MA, HSA)

2:10-2:25

BREAK

-

2:25-3:00

AxessPointe Administrator

AxessPointe Guest - Stepha

3:00-3:30

Hands-On Activity

All Instructors

Debate Topic Poll

Andrew Snyder

Facilitator

'This is Public Health' Icebreaker Activity
In this activity, we will break out into small groups and share your 'This is Public Health' submissions
with the group.

PowerPoint - Allied Health

Today's Guest Organization - AxessPointe

AxessPointe Community Health Centers, originally named Akron Community Health Resources, Inc.,
https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837797_1[10/24/2020 11:07:35 PM]

Day 2: Clinical Healthcare (Tuesday, August 4th, 2020) –...

opened its doors in 1995 after receiving funds from the Bureau of Primary Health Care to establish the
first federally qualified health center in Summit County.
AxessPointe has five current sites in Northeast Ohio, including three in Akron, one in Kent and one in
Barberton. As an FQHC, we deliver primary medical and dental care in medically underserved areas.
AxessPointe also provides behavioral health, women’s health and pharmacy services.
While our focus is on uninsured, underinsured and Medicaid/Medicare patients who may not have
access to affordable health care, our services are welcome to all. Our health care teams provide
diagnosis, treatment and preventive medical and dental services. We accept Medicaid, Medicare, most
private insurances and provide a sliding-fee scale based on family size and income.
AxessPointe Community Health Centers is a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC), represented by
the OACHC. FQHCs receive operating grants under Section 330 of the United States Public Health
Service Act. In order to comply with federal law, FQHCs must be established as a not-for-profit
corporation and the majority of the board of directors must be consumers of the services provided by the
facility.
The OACHC, Ohio Association of Community Health Centers, is a non-profit organization that
represents Ohio’s FQHCs. The mission of the OACHC is to ensure high-quality affordable health care
for all Ohioans through the growth and development of Ohio’s Community Health Centers.
As a National Committee of Quality Assurance (NCQA) certified patient-centered medical home
(PCMH), we are committed to high-quality care and service. We are also a member of the National
Health Service Corps – which ensures we have caring, qualified and passionate health care providers
through loan repayment packages.

Hands-On Activity
Today in our class we talked about some of the challenges and obstacles our allied health
professionals are facing everyday in the workplace. Each student in the class will take time to
write a personal letter to the allied health professionals at AxessPointe using a word processing
software you have access to (Word, notebook, pages, etc.). Upload your completed letters to this
link, and we will collect and send them to the health care heros at AxessPointe.
What should I write about?
“Thank you” or “Thinking of you”—pick one! Once you decide it will be easier to start your letter.
Be kind and thoughtful. When you begin to write, think carefully about what you want to say and
how you can spread kindness. Consider how you can craft a unique message that comes from
your heart. How can you make the letter extra special?
Be creative. Use your creativity, imagination, and talents to make your note fun and unique!
Consider copy and pasting a picture or clip art to decorate your note.
Start with “Dear Friend,” or "Dear Hero," Even if you don’t know your reader by name, starting with
a friendly greeting will make them feel special and cared for.
Introduce yourself. Let your reader know who you are and why you’re writing. Feel free to share
things about yourself that will let the person understand more about you!
Send positive thoughts. Share your positivity and well wishes. What do you hope for your reader
right now? Is there anything you’d like to thank them for?
Give some personal flair. Share something that only you can. Is there something you've been
doing that you want that person to know about? Can you share a story that will make them happy?
Avoid religion and personal views. Since we don’t know exactly who will receive your letter, make
sure that your note is kind and broad—so that anyone who receives it will feel that it is meant for
https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837797_1[10/24/2020 11:07:35 PM]
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them.
Sign your first name. Sign your name to the letter to show your reader it’s coming from a kind and
genuine person: you. While it’s important that this letter come from you, don’t share more personal
information (like your last name, home address, or phone number)—if the reader knows your
name and that you are in the Virtual Public Health Summer Academy, that’s more than enough.
UPLOAD YOUR COMPLETED LETTER BY THE END OF THE DAY TODAY - Time will be provided
in class to write your letter but you can finish it tonight after class if you don't finish before the
end of our class time.

Public Health Debate Topic Poll

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837797_1[10/24/2020 11:07:35 PM]
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Day 3: Epidemiology (Wednesday, August 5th, 2020)

Day 3: Epidemiology (Wednesday, August 5th, 2020)

Daily Lesson Plan

Time Frame

Description

Facilitator

1:00 - 1:20

Student Icebreaker - WordCloud

Joud Roufael

1:20 - 1:45

Introduction to Today's Topic

Emily Nelson

1:45 - 2:00

BREAK

-

2:00 - 3:00

Dr. Bhatta Speaks about Epidemiology

Guest speaker

3:00 - 3:15

BREAK

-

3:15 - 3:30

Discussion, Closing Remarks

All Instructors (

What is Epidemiology? A Brief Introduction

Today's Guest Speaker - Dr. Bhatta
Dr. Bhatta has almost 15 years of administrative, teaching, training, and
research experience in the field of public health, especially in infectious
disease epidemiology and global health.
He has taught for the Department of Epidemiology at the University of
Alabama at Birmingham (health without boarders; infectious disease
surveillance and control; global perspectives in disease control and
prevention) and served as the program director of the UAB Sparkman
Center for Global Health.
Dr. Bhatta currently also serves as a consultant epidemiologist for the
Carroll County and Tuscarawas County General Health Districts in
Northeast Ohio as part of their Public Health Emergency Preparedness
Program.

Outbreak at Watersedge - A Public Health Discovery Game
https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837798_1[10/24/2020 11:08:26 PM]
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This is supplemental material (material that supports what we learn today in class but is not covered in
class). You can explore this material on your own if you would like to.
http://www.mclph.umn.edu/watersedge/

Word Cloud Activity Results

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837798_1[10/24/2020 11:08:26 PM]
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Day 4: Environmental Public Health (Thursday, August 6th, 2020)

Daily Lesson Plan

Time Frame Description
1:00 - 1:15

Student Check-In - Think about it Thursday

1:15 - 1:20

Agenda and Introduce Dr. Hoornbeek

1:20 - 1:40

Students Identifying Environmental Problems

1:40 - 2:30

Report Selected Student Identified Problems to Whole Class, Remarks by Guest

2:30-2:40

BREAK

2:40 - 3:05

Investigate Identified Environmental Problems

3:05 - 3:30

Report Breakout Findings, Remarks by Guest Discussion, Closing

Icebreaker - Think About it Thursday
Enter a breakout group with your instructor and discuss what the quote below means to you.

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837799_1[10/24/2020 11:08:48 PM]

  

Day 4: Environmental Public Health (Thursday, August 6th, 2020...

Nutrient Pollution

Radon - Things You Should Know

Today's Guest Speaker - Dr. Jonathan Hornbeek
John Hoornbeek joined the faculty of the College of Public Health in 2011,
after serving as a Center Director and faculty member in Kent State
University’s Political Science Department since 2006. Dr. Hoornbeek has
worked on environmental, water, and public health issues at the federal,
state, and local levels of government for more than a quarter century. His
https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837799_1[10/24/2020 11:08:48 PM]
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experiences have included appointments with the Wisconsin State
Legislature, the Milwaukee County Department of Health and Human
Services, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Congress,
and the National Environmental Services Center at West Virginia
University. His research interests are in environmental policy and
regulation, inter-governmental relations, and public management. His
recent work has focused on water pollution policy, collaborative intergovernmental relations, and alternative management strategies for health
services administration. He has authored multiple publications in peerreviewed outlets and produced professional research products for a variety
of public and non-profit sector organizations.   Dr. Hoornbeek has served as a Principal Investigator or
Co-Investigator on more than $4 million in externally funded projects over the last eighteen years.  

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837799_1[10/24/2020 11:08:48 PM]
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Day 5: Health Disparities and Health Inequities (Monday, August 10th, 2020)

Day 5: Health Disparities and Health Inequities (Monday, August 10th, 2020)

Daily Lesson Plan

Time Frame

Description

1:00 - 1:10

Class Schedule & Introduce Guest Speaker

1:10 - 1:25

School Lunch Video & Reactions

1:25 - 1:50

Corn Activity

1:50 - 2:05

Corn Video

2:05 - 2:15

BREAK

2:15 - 2:35

Food Marketing/Styling

2:35 - 2:55

Logo Activity

2:55 - 3:05

BREAK

3:05 - 3:25

Super Sized Clip

3:25 - 3:30

Closing

Today's Guest Speaker - Dr. Tina Bhargava

Dr. Tina Bhargava is a Kent native, and after eight years in California and
six in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, she is glad to be back in Ohio as a faculty
member in the Kent State College of Public Health. Dr. Bhargava
completed her bachelor's in human biology and a master's in education
(curriculum studies and teacher education) at Stanford University in Palo
Alto, California. She completed a doctorate in public health in the
department of Behavioral and Community Health Sciences at the
University of Pittsburgh, where she completed her dissertation on
"Cognitive Interference in Response to Weight Loss Stimuli in Individuals
Participating in a Structured Weight Loss Program." This work examined
the cognitive resource availability (i.e., “mental bandwidth”) issues that
influenced success with a lifestyle change (weight loss) program.
Bhargava has been on the faculty in the Kent State College of Public Health since 2012, and has been

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837800_1[10/24/2020 11:09:08 PM]
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extensively involved in course development, undergraduate teaching and campuswide equity
efforts. She has particularly been involved in the development and teaching of the Health Disparities
(PH44000) and Advocacy and Activism (PH35005) courses in the Public Health undergraduate
program.   
Bhargava’s research interests focus on educational equity and social equity as a foundation for health
equity. How do we ensure that all students are able to succeed in college? What are our institutions
doing to ensure equity in access to education, opportunities and success? Bhargava’s work examines
the impact of differences in “mental bandwidth” on academic success. Her research focuses on how
mental bandwidth affects success, and how to streamline mental bandwidth demands on students in
higher-education settings. She is currently designing and evaluating a “Bandwidth Toolkit” for faculty, to
help them to reduce extraneous bandwidth demands in their courses and thereby increase equity in
student success.

VIDEO: School Lunch in France

VIDEO: Advertising Unhealthy Foods

VIDEO: Cornucopia

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837800_1[10/24/2020 11:09:08 PM]
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Day 6: Ohio Health Commissioners/Professionals Panel (Tuesday, August 11th, 2020)

Day 6: Ohio Health Commissioners/Professionals Panel (Tuesday, August 11th,
2020)

Daily Lesson Plan

Time Frame

Description

Facilitator

1:00 - 1:30PM

Icebreaker - Introduction to Keirsey

Joud Roufael

KTS Activity

Breakout Grou

1:30 - 2:15PM

Ohio Health Departments Student Panel

Guests - Joud

2:15 - 2:30PM

BREAK

-

2:30 - 3:00PM

Career Ambassadors - Health Commissioners

Recorded Inte

3:00 - 3:15PM

BREAK

-

3:15 - 3:30PM

Discussion, Housekeeping

Joud Roufael

Kiersey Career Test
Temperament is a configuration of observable personality traits, such as habits of communication,
patterns of action, and sets of characteristic attitudes, values, and talents. It also encompasses personal
needs, the kinds of contributions that individuals make in the workplace, and the roles they play in
society. Each temperament has its own unique qualities and shortcomings, strengths and challenges.
Dr. David Keirsey has identified humankind's four basic temperaments as the Artisan, the Guardian, the
Idealist, and the Rational.
Instructions:
When responding to each question, think about how you are most naturally. Don't think about how you
wish you were, or how others expect you to be.
For some questions, both choices may seem to fit. In those cases, just ask yourself, "Which one
happens more automatically? Which alternative is slightly more comfortable for me?" And pick that
option.

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837802_1[10/24/2020 11:09:34 PM]
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Interview with Public Health Professionals

Download video file: ODH_Stef_Hend.mp4

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837802_1[10/24/2020 11:09:34 PM]
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Day 7: Health Insurance (Wednesday, August 12th, 2020)

Daily Lesson Plan

Time Frame

Description

Facilitator

1:00 - 1:45

Introduction to the day

Joud Roufael & Emily Nelson

County Health Activity

Breakout Groups

1:45 - 2:00

BREAK

-

2:00 - 2:30

What is Health Insurance?

Joud Roufael + Guest speaker Dr. Lauren

2:30 - 2:45

BREAK

-

2:45 - 3:30

ChargeMaster Video and Activity

Joud Roufael & Emily Nelson

Discussion and Housekeeping

Group 1 County Activity Google Sheet

Group 2 County Activity Google Sheet

Today's Guest Speaker - Dr. Lauren Birmingham
Dr. Lauren Birmingham's primary research interests are in
emergency department (ED) utilization and trauma system
optimization. She taught at KSU a Master's of Public Health
course on economic evaluation of health care program,
which focused on quantifying costs and benefits in health
care interventions. She specifically taught cost-minimization,
cost-benefit analysis, cost-effectiveness analysis, and costutility analysis methods. In the past she had also taught
Health Care Finance (doctoral students) and Introduction to
Public Health (undergraduate students).

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837803_1[10/24/2020 11:09:54 PM]
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Supplemental Material: U.S. Health Policy Innovations - Dr. Birmingham's Presentation

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837803_1[10/24/2020 11:09:54 PM]

Day 8: Mental Health First Aid (Thursday, August 13th, 2020) &...

Courses

Global Menu
Andrew Snyder

14

Day 8: Mental Health First Aid (Thursday, August 13th, 2020)

S

Day 8: Mental Health First Aid (Thursday, August 13th, 2020)

Daily Lesson Plan

Time Frame Description

Facilitator

1:00 - 1:15

Introduction to the day

Emily Nelson

1:15 - 3:15

Mental Health First Aid Training (breaks as needed)

Guest speakers from the Divisio

3:15 - 3:30

Review, closing remarks, debate topic discussion

All Instructors

Today's Guest Organization - Division of Mental Health and Substance Use
The Center for Public Policy and Health’s Division of Mental Health and Substance Use conducts timely
and relevant research in the fields of mental health and substance abuse and communicates to
stakeholders, policymakers and professionals who can utilize the findings to improve the health of the
public.  
This work includes programs and research to increase awareness about mental health and substance
use, reduce stigma, increase service utilization and track substance use trends. The Division of Mental
Health and Substance Use also works to inform federal, state and local policies.

Mental Health AID Training
Attached Files:
Mental Health AID

(22.941 MB)

Debate Result for Tuesday!
The results are in!
The debate topic for our debate session on Tuesday, August 18th, will be:
"In-class versus Online Schooling in Fall 2020".
Take the time for the next few days to look into this topic and gain some insights on both sides
of the debate. We will go over preparation for the debate and details on Tuesday!

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837804_1[10/24/2020 11:10:14 PM]
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Day 9: Mental Health (Monday, August 17th, 2020)

Daily Lesson Plan

Time
Frame

Description

Facilitator

1:00 - 1:05

Introduction to the day

Emily Nelson

1:05 - 2:30

Mental Health AID: practice, discussion and self care (breaks as
needed)

Guest speakers from
Substance Use

2:30 - 2:45

BREAK

-

2:45 - 3:15

Grounding and Breathing

Emily Nelson

3:15 - 3:30

Discussion, closing remarks

All Instructors

Today's Guest Organization - Division of Mental Health and Substance Use
The Center for Public Policy and Health’s Division of Mental Health and Substance Use conducts timely
and relevant research in the fields of mental health and substance abuse and communicates to
stakeholders, policymakers and professionals who can utilize the findings to improve the health of the
public.  
This work includes programs and research to increase awareness about mental health and substance
use, reduce stigma, increase service utilization and track substance use trends. The Division of Mental
Health and Substance Use also works to inform federal, state and local policies.

Mental Health PowerPoint Slide - Day 1

Activity: 5-4-3-2-1 Grounding Technique
Attached Files:
Grounding 54321.pptx

(14.366 MB)

Learn a simple grounding technique to slow down anxious thoughts.

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837805_1[10/24/2020 11:10:31 PM]
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Activity: 5 minute meditation
Follow this link to a 5-minute breathing meditation.

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837805_1[10/24/2020 11:10:31 PM]
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Day 10: Public Health Debate (Tuesday, August 18th, 2020)

Daily Lesson Plan

Time Frame

Description

Fa

1:00-1:25

Understanding Debate Structure

Jo

1:25-2:00

Debate Preparation

Br

2:00-2:15

Break

-

2:15-3:15

Debate

Al

3:15-3:30

Closing

Al

What is a debate?
A debate is a structured discussion, disagreement, or argument between two sides. One side argues for
something and the other group argues against the same thing. The thing or topic being considered is
usually called a resolution. The resolution is phrased to summarize the main position but does not
include any support or reasons.
For example, a resolution might look like this: All K-12 instruction should be conducted online for the 2021 academic year.
Or it might look like this: All K-12 instruction should be conducted live and in person for the 20-21
academic year.
(This information was summarized from this website: https://busyteacher.org/7245-conducting-classdebate-essential-tips.html)

What is the structure of a debate?
A formal debate usually follows this structure:
The group in favor of the resolution argues for the resolution. One person from the group presents
this opening statement.
2. The group against the resolution responds to this. One person from the group presents this
rebuttal.
1.

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11920677_1[10/24/2020 11:10:49 PM]
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The group against the resolution then presents their reasons for opposing the resolution. One
person presents this opening statement.
4. The group in favor of the resolution responds to the opposition. One person from the group
provides this rebuttal.
5. Both groups then question each other. Various people can participate in this portion of the debate.
6. Each team then presents a closing statement. One person from each group presents this
statement.
3.

Each segment is timed and timing is enforced.
(This information came from this source:
https://ablconnect.harvard.edu/files/ablconnect/files/want_to_facilitate_a_debate_in_your_class.pdf)

How do you prepare for a debate?
The major part of preparation involves deciding on the information you want to present and finding
evidence or support for this information. You can make arguments based on logic and emotion but
information that is supported by research or data may strengthen your argument.
Another part of preparation is identifying who will present the information. Depending on the size and
interest of group members, a different person can present each part of the argument (the opening
statement, the rebuttal, and the closing statement). Alternately one person can present more than one
portion. A team that has multiple presenters may look like a stronger team than a team that has one
single speaker.

Debate Schedule
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Opening statement for the resolution: 5 minutes (Jude's Group)
Rebuttal to opening statement for the resolution: 5 minutes (Andy's Group)
Opening statement against the resolution: 5 minutes (Andy's Group)
Rebuttal to opening statement against the resolution: 5 minutes (Jude's Group)
Questions: 10 minutes (Both Groups)
Closing statement for the resolution: 5 minutes (Jude's Group)
Closing statement against the resolution: 5 minutes (Andy's Group)

Debate resources
(Jude's Group) Follow this link to a Google doc that includes a task list for the group arguing in favor of the proposal:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11XyQ9eBzfrFBGtilrqjDx-2RqUTIrGwxZM8EbsvHOUI/edit?usp=sharing

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11920677_1[10/24/2020 11:10:49 PM]
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(Andy's Group) Follow this link to a Google doc that includes a task list for the group arguing against the proposal:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11f3WkYap9MBrpHpgZHkxTHLjQPuutfCvrXZ9hmX1rQA/edit?usp=sharing

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11920677_1[10/24/2020 11:10:49 PM]
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Day 11: Micro-grant Preparation (Wednesday, August, 19th, 2020)

Daily Lesson Plan

Time Frame Description
1:00 - 1:15

Welcome and provide overview of aims and process of micro-grant activity

1:15 - 1:35

Small groups brainstorm on micro-grant ideas

1:35 - 1:50

Groups share ideas; pick 2 best ideas and reallocate students to one of two groups

1:50 - 2:00

Break

2:00 - 2:25

Using proposal guidelines, groups develop proposal

2:25 - 2:45

Instructors discuss presenting "pitching" the proposal

2:45 - 2:55

Break

2:55 - 3:25

Groups write presentation "pitch" and determine which student(s) will present

3:25 - 3:30

Review sequence of events for tomorrow, including micro-grant judging process.

Establishing micro-grant programs
A chapter from the "Community Tool Box" about micro-grants.

Micro-grant proposal guidelines
Attached Files:
Micro-grant guidelines

(58.853 KB)

Pitching your grant
Getting someone to fund your grant proposal is similar to getting someone to buy something or getting
support for your idea. The "pitch" refers to how you persuade others that you have the best product,
project, or idea. This link comes from a funder - The William and Flora Hewitt Foundation - and
describes some recommendations for developing a successful pitch.

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11914734_1[10/24/2020 11:11:10 PM]
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Day 12: Public Health Resources and Micro-grant Presentations (Thursday,
August 20th, 2020)

Daily Lesson Plan

Time Frame Description

Facilitator

1:00-1:10

Session Opening from KSU Assoc VP of Outreach and Engagement

Dana Lawless-A

1:10-1:15

Introduction to John Garofalo

Sonia Alemagno

1:15-1:30

Akron Community Foundation Presentation

John Garofalo

1:30-1:55

Student Micro-grant Presentations (10 Minutes Each Group)

Student Groups

1:55-2:00

Micro-grant Judge Deliberations (Private Breakout Session)

John Garofalo, S

2:00-2:15

Micro-grant Awarding & Thank you to ACF

John Garofalo a

2:15-2:25

BREAK

-

2:25-2:45

Knowledge Assessment

Andrew Snyder

2:45-3:10

Valid and Reliable Public Health Resources

Emily Nelson

3:10-3:30

Closing

All Instrutors

Today's Guest Speaker - John Garofalo

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837809_1[10/24/2020 11:11:25 PM]
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Favorite Thing About ACF
The chance to work with such a wide and diverse cross section of the community, both internally and
externally. The people on staff at Akron Community Foundation are some of the most passionate and
caring people I have ever known. Also, I am always amazed by the wonderful cohesiveness of our
generous donors and this entire community when it comes to collaborating and addressing critical
needs.
What He Does
In partnership with the other community investment staff, John keeps a pulse on what is happening with
the nonprofit community in Akron. He works with nonprofits to determine what their most pressing needs
are and advises them as they create a compelling grant request. He also oversees the grant distribution
process for all of the community foundation’s affiliate funds.
What He Did Before
John worked as a senior development officer at University Hospitals Rainbow Babies and Children’s
Hospital, where he oversaw all third-party fundraising initiatives and secured major gift commitments.
John attended Kent State University, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in community health
education and a master’s degree in community health management and administration.

Akron Community Foundation Presentation

Valid and Reliable Public Health Resources Presentation

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837809_1[10/24/2020 11:11:25 PM]
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Complete the Virtual Public Health Summer Academy Knowledge Assessment

Capstone project mentoring
Kent State University College of Public Health faculty and graduate students are available to help with your Capstone project. If
you are interested in working with a faculty member or student, please follow this link to complete a brief interest survey.
http://kentstate.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3a8WsF3FFCT2PIx

Community Health Worker training
Kent State University's College of Public Health is developing a Community Health Worker Training program. If you want to
receive updates about the availability of this program, follow this link to sign up.
http://kentstate.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_aVhPJzNlPiP6vqJ

https://learn.kent.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_315159_1&content_id=_11837809_1[10/24/2020 11:11:25 PM]
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Appendix 3 Pre and Post Assessment
Demographics

Please complete the following information then
advance to the next page:

First Name

1 of 11

*
11/9/20, 17:38

Qualtrics Survey Software

Last Name

https://kent.qualtrics.com/Q/EditSection/Blocks/Ajax/GetSurveyPr...

*

Choose one or more races/ethnicities that you consider yourself to be: *

(this

question is optional)
White

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander

Black or African American

Hispanic or Latino

American Indian or Alaska Native

Other

Asian

Assessment Questions

Complete all of the following questions to the best of
your ability taking as much time as you need.
The goal here is not to get all of the questions right,
but to determine what you already know about public
health before completing the Virtual Public Health
Summer Academy.
2 of 11
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In some cases there may not be a right or wrong
answer, just be honest and answer the questions to
the best of your ability. Take a deep breath and relax
before you start the public health knowledge
assessment.

In 1-2 sentences how would you describe public health to a friend? *

In 1-2 sentences describe why you think public health is important? *

3 of 11
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Select all of the careers that play a role in the field of public health: *

City Planner
School Nurse
Fire Fighter
Health Department Commisioner
Drug Treatment Therapist
Dentist
Emergency Medic
Police Officer
Park Ranger
Epidemiologist
Hospital Administrator
Health Inspector
Corrections Officer
Veterinarian
Mental Health Researcher
Nutritionist
High school Teacher
Community Health Worker

4 of 11
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Which of the following best describe the difference between public health and personal
health care? *

Public health focuses on the health of the population. Personal healthcare
focuses on treatment of the individual.
Public health focuses on improving the environment to prevent diseases like
asthma from spreading throughout the population. Personal health focuses on
treating individuals who suffer from environmentally caused illness.
Public health focuses on protecting populations from disasters and disease,
rather than treating individuals who are sick or injured.
all of the above

Drag and drop the correct definition with each level of prevention. *

Items
Intervening before
health effects occur.

Primary Prevention

Secondary
Prevention

Screening to identify
diseases in the earliest
stages.
Managing disease post
diagnosis to slow or
stop progression.

Tertiary Prevention

5 of 11
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Select 3 of the 10 greatest achievements in public health. *

Developing a cure for the common cold
Promoting the health of mothers and babies
Fluoridation of water
Vaccines
Discovering that chocolate and coffee are high in antioxidants

Epidemiology includes which the following activities? *

Describing the demographic characteristics of persons with acute aflatoxin
poisoning in District A
Prescribing an antibiotic to treat a patient with community-acquired methicillinresistantStaphylococcus aureus infection
Comparing the family history, amount of exercise, and eating habits of those with
and without newly diagnosed diabetes
Recommending that a restaurant be closed after implicating it as the source of a
hepatitis A outbreak
None of the above

What is the second leading cause of lung cancer in the United States? *

Lead
Abestos
Cleaning Products
Radon

6 of 11
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Health Disparities are factors that unequally affect a person or community's ability to be
healthy, such as: *

Lack of jobs
Unequal access to quality health care
Unhealthy and/or unsafe living, work and/or school environments
Lack of food including fresh and healthy food (food insecurities)
All of the above

If you know someone with poor mental health, you can help by: *

Reaching out and letting them know help is available
Helping them access mental health services
Learning and sharing the facts about mental health, especially if you hear
something that is not true
All of the above

Which sector below provides the most public health funding? (about 10x more than any
other sector)

Corporate
Government
Non-Profit

7 of 11
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Adjust the sliding scale to indicate the level of impact you think you can have on your
community by engaging in public health activities.

No Impact
0

1

Some Impact
2

3

4

5

6

Big Impact
7

8

9

10

Once you are satisfied with all of your answers, use
the arrow button below to advance to the next page.
Once you advance to the next page, you will not be
able to return to this page.

Closing Statement

Thank you for completing the public health knowledge
assessment portion of this survey. The following
questions are not part of the public health knowledge
assessment but help us to get a better idea of your
interests and thoughts about public health for future
programming.

In a couple of sentences, tell us what you are most excited about learning from the
virtual Public Health Summer Academy? *

8 of 11
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In a couple of sentences, please share any questions or concerns you have about
participating in the Virtual Public Health Summer Academy. *

Select your top 5 areas of public health interest by dragging them to the top of the list *

Chronic Disease
Community Water Fluoridation
Ebola
Gun Violence
Health Rankings
Healthy Housing
Injury and Violence Prevention
Mental Health
Public Health Accreditation
Reproductive and Sexual Health
Transportation
9 of 11
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Climate Change
COVID-19/Coronavirus
Environmental Health
Health Equity
Health Reform
High School Graduation
Lead Contamination
Disaster Preparedness
Public Health Standards
School-Based Health Care
Suicide
Vaccines
Communicable Diseases
Global Health
Health in All Polices
Healthy Community Design
Immigrant Health

10 of 11
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Maternal and Child Health
Prescription Drug Overdose
Racism and Health
Social Determinants of Health
Tobacco
Zika Virus

A topic not listed here (list below)

Are you considering studying or pursuing a career in public health after high school?

*

Yes, describe a public health career you may be interested in

Maybe, describe a public health career you may be interested in

No, public health may not be for me

Click the forward arrow to submit your answers!

Powered by Qualtrics
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APPENDIX B Promotional Materials
College of Public Health

Virtual Summer
Academy
Make plans now to finish your summer break!

A free, three-week experience for
all APS rising 10th, 11th and 12th graders

TOPICS

I N C L U D E

What is public health?
Participate in exploration
activities in disease detection,
prevention health and the
environment, and the impact
of lifestyle on health.
COVID-19 current issues
How did the pandemic happen
and how will our behaviors
impact the future?

Monday, August 3rd to Thursday, August 20th

Monday through Thursdays from 1-3:30 PM
What’s in it for you? Your participation in this
virtual academy will lead to:
• Sophomores: a preferred industry field trip
opportunity
• Juniors: internship prioritization
• Seniors: a jumpstart on their capstone
project
The program is free, but registration is required
Participation is limited to the first 50 participants

“Click Here” to Register

What would a career in
public health look like?
You will have exclusive access
to meet and network with
professionals in the field.
This program is generously funded by Akron Community Foundation.

Kent State’s College of Public Health Hosts Virtual Public Health Academy for High School Students | Kent State University

About

Academics

Admissions

Life at KSU

Athletics

APPLY
VISIT Locations
 GIVE NOW
Our
Research

 Coronavirus
Campus Safety Updates

Kent / Kent Campus / Kent State’s College Of Public Health Hosts Virtual Public Health Academy For High School Students

KENT STATE’S COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH HOSTS VIRTUAL PUBLIC
HEALTH ACADEMY FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS





We all know the world has changed, perhaps forever. The overall lesson of the COVID- 19 pandemic is
that we need a public health workforce, prepared at all levels, to monitor the world for emerging
infectious diseases, to prevent the spread of highly contagious diseases, to develop new treatments and
vaccines, and to invent novel approaches never seen before.

Kent State University’s College of Public Health is addressing this workforce challenge, in part, by
hosting the 2020 Virtual Public Health Academy for three weeks in August. This is the frst year that this

https://www.kent.edu/kent/news/kent-states-college-public-health-hosts-virtual-public-health-academy-high-school-students[10/24/2020 11:05:15 PM]

Kent State’s College of Public Health Hosts Virtual Public Health Academy for High School Students | Kent State University

summer program is entirely virtual and includes 15 Akron Public School students in grades 10 through 12. The
academy, which runs Aug. 3-21, is made possible by a grant from Akron Community Foundation.
  
“We are pleased to partner with the College of Public Health to make this program available to high school
students,” said John Garofalo, Akron Community Foundation’s vice president of community investment. “With
the ongoing pandemic, it is more important than ever for young people to learn about careers in public health.”
Academy students will complete a variety of activities, including working with local health departments to
develop educational campaigns and COVID-19 response posters, meeting with public health professionals in
Zoom sessions, competing in online team challenges to develop plans for computer games and phone apps that
can be used to teach others about public health risks and interventions, and much more.
“The Virtual Public Health Academy at Kent State University gives our students a deeper understanding of the
importance of public health and how it afects every career pathway and everyday life,” said Rachel Tecca,
Akron Public Schools’ director of College & Career Academies. “This underscores the importance of having
partners like Kent State who continually bring real-world learning opportunities to our students.”
As an initiative of the Kent State College of Public Health’s “Pathways to Public Health” mission, the Virtual
Public Health Academy includes four areas of study:
1 Exploring “What is Public Health?” by participating in activities involving disease detection, disease
prevention, community health education, impact of lifestyle on health, health and the environment, and
the biological basis of health.
2 Understanding pandemics by learning about how disease develops and spreads, how contagious diseases
can be contained, how information is disseminated across the globe during times of pandemic, community
response, treatments and vaccines, and how our behaviors impact our future.
3 Determining what students can do in the coming school year to lead friends and family through this
difficult time and provide service to our communities.
4 Exploring future careers in public health.
“Now more than ever, it’s time for our future young leaders to understand the study of community health and
how we can work together to keep our communities safer and healthier,” said Sonia Alemagno, Ph.D., dean of
Kent State’s College of Public Health. “Our virtual academy provides an interactive learning experience for
Akron Public Schools students.”
“The Kent State Virtual Public Health Academy really opened my eyes to people working in the medical feld,”
said Molly, a sophomore at Firestone High School in Akron, who is planning a future career as a physical
therapist.
Kent State’s College of Public Health was established in 2010 and is one of only two accredited colleges of public
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health in Ohio. It is the frst school in Ohio to ofer a Bachelor of Science in Public Health degree and a
nationally ranked Master of Public Health program. The college is training students to meet the current and
projected shortage of public health professionals across the nation and is built on the Academic Health
Department model, which fosters collaboration between schools and local public health agencies to combine
academic scholarship and public health practice. For more information about Kent State’s College of Public
Health, visit www.kent.edu/publichealth.
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Appendix C vPHSA Student Letters to Healthcare Workers

Dear Hero,
Thank you for risking your own health for the wellbeing of others, listening to what you had to say
today has inspired me in many ways. I have kind of thought that being an EMT is the type of job
where you have to answer calls and have a great friendly manner as part of protocol and now that I
think about it, EMTs have been kind of taken for granted.
I have always wondered what goes on during the shift of an EMT and then I normally conclude that
you always know what is going to happen and that the calls normally go smoothly without a problem.
Now I realize that this is a very stressful job where you always have to keep a level head on what to
do even if the situation is pretty bad and can be scary and I admire that. I could only imagine how
much stress and trauma can have on your mental health which makes me think that you are the
bravest people I know.
Now with COVID-19 I am sure you get a lot more calls that are big emergencies and don’t have time
to think about what you can do differently or how the outcome will be on the patient’s well being, and
I am in awe and thankful for that. I have always considered a career as an EMT but the only
problems are that I suffer from an Immune Deficiency where I was born with only one side of
defense against infections so even though I would not be able to become an EMT, I will always
respect your career. Thank you so much for your bravery and care.
Sincerely,
Allison

Our hero,
I want to take the time to say I'm grateful that you take the time out of your day to save
others who are fighting for their lives. Thank you, for being strong and seeing the
positive outcome of the pandemic. I send positive wishes to you and your family for
taking the time out to save people's lives. Thank you, for taking the time to help people
avoid the COVID 19 by telling us information that could us become safe and and keep
people around us safe.
Sincerely, Aubriyanna

Dear Hero,
Hello my name is SARAZA am a girl scout. I am so glad i got to write this
beautiful letter to you. You are not just an ordinary hero like spiderman. No,
you're a real-life hero. Thank you. That seems so small to say to someone so
largely impactful in my life. I wish I could say more, but I know you wouldn't
mind if I didn't even say that. You are a humble person with the world's biggest
heart and undeniable mental strength. You have become not only an inspiration
to me, but truly my hero. In a world full of quick decisions and
miscommunication, there you stand. You know people come from different
places and points, but you treat all the same and that's why you succeed so
well. You care about people more than yourself and that is above all a quality that
shines so bright. I've never met someone who has so much bravery inside them.
Each day, you take things on like it's nothing, when I know so many who would
complain. You are more than just a person in the way you carry yourself and put
yourself out there for the betterment of other's lives.
With everything I've mentioned and the many things I'm sure I've forgotten to
include, I want you to know that my success is my own, but I do appreciate all
that you've done to get me here. I don't know where I'd stand if I didn't have a
hero like you. You inspire me, you care, you are the person I'm lucky to know and
I couldn't love you anymore for that. So once again, thank you - I'll spend a
lifetime cherishing the hero I've found inside you.
Saraza

Date: Tuesday, August 4th, 2020

Dear hero,
My name is Tam, I’m from the virtual public health summer academy. I’m writing this
letter to you because I want to appreciate your time today to spend with us, telling us more about
your job and the AxessPointe. I’m very grateful for hearing that. I love healthcare and I love to
discover more health pathways today I get to learn more about another health pathway which I
love. I’m very thankful for your hard work during the pandemic, you guys are all strong health
workers. I wish you could be more successful in your path. Be strong, we know today you guys
have inspired the fire in some of us. During this pandemic, I hope we can get through this together
and I believe in you guys. Have a wonderful day when you see my letter!

Thank you!
Tam

Dear Hero,
Hi my name is keaisa collier and i wanna say thank you for always keeping people safe and making
sure people are healthy i know it be hard trying to keep up with every patient when there frustrated
and i like how you guys always keep the patient calm and making them happy even on your bad
days one day i wanna become a nurse myself and work in the hospital i just think its nice to be able
to help people when they need help and to show them that there not alone and that there will always
be somebody to help them even if they think there's no one to help
Keaisa

Dear allied health professional:
Thank you for working during the covid-19 pandemic. It means a lot that you are sacrificing your
health to help others. Everyday you choose to do a job where you help others and that means a lot
to me. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Kamryn

Dear Hero,
I’m a student from the Public Health Summer Academy and I just want to thank you for everything in
and out the city of Akron. I love the effort you put in your job and also most importantly how you love
it, because that makes me love it even more and want to become something like you in the medical
field! My name is Sai and I’m looking forward to being a Nurse Midwife working in the hospital. So
listening to you guys experiences in different fields actually helps me debate on all the options I
have. I really want to shadow someone in a hospital. But with the circumstances right now I don’t
know if that’s possible, but I guess you never know. I’m so looking forward to becoming a hero like
you and I can’t wait, literally!!
Sai

Dear Hero,
My name is Molly and I have been doing the Kent State Virtual Public Health Summer Academy, and
it's really opened my eyes to people working in the medical field. A little bit about me is that I’m 15
years old, and I am looking to be a physical therapist. I wanted to thank you for all of your service,
especially during these times in need. From personal experiences I know how tough it can be to be
at physical therapy at times, so I hope all of your patients are doing well. I wanted to send you
positive thoughts and well wishes and I hope everything goes well during these tough times.
Sincerely,
Molly

